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For God . -Coun!ry February 4, 2009

Honorable John Hall, Chair

Subcommittee on Disability Assistance & Memorial Affairs
Committee on Veterans® Affairs

United States House of Representatives

335 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515-6335

Dear Mr. Chair:

The American Legion fully supports your draft legislation, which would amend title 38, United
States Code, to clarify the meaning of “combat with the enemy” for the purposes of service-
connection of disabilities.

The American Legion applauds your efforts to provide this much needed clarification. This
crucial change recognizes the nature of combat and enemy action on the modern battlefield and,
in doing so, limits the Department of Veterans Affairs’ ability to be overly restrictive in applying
the combat presumptions afforded under the current law.

Once again, The American Legion fully supports this draft legislation and we appreciate your
continued leadership in addressing the issues that are important to America’s veterans - Active
Duty, Guard and Reserve — and their families.

Sincerely,

i pie—

Steve Robertson, Director
National Legislative Commission





